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NATIONAL RAILROAD PASSENGER CORPORATION
525 Wast vVan Buren Stizet, Chicage, || RO607

A ST R A K
June §, 2005

Honorable Matt Blunt
Governor

State of Missouri

216 State Capito!
Iefferson City, MO 65102

Dear Governor Blunt:

This letter is to express support for 2 proposal from the Union Pacific Raijlroad {UP) to
reuse sections ftom an abandoned reilroad bridge over the Missouri River near
Booneville. As you are aware, the UP js requesting to float trusses from that bridge on 1
barge down river for reuse in the construction of a second railroad bridge over the Osage
River near the confluence of the Missouri River. Adding this second railroad bridge over
the Osage would eliminate a major railroad bottleneck in the ares, as the approaches to
the existing singie-track bridge are double-track from both directions.

Double tracking the bridge and eliminating the exi sting bottlencck would greatlv reduce
frcight congestian in the area and improve the overall flow of rail traffic on the 1P
mainine between St. Louis and Kansas City. This line is also utilized by our own state
supported passenger trains which provide daily service to 10 Missouri communities.

Our research shows us that the number one driver of customer sat sfaction is On-Time-
Performance (OTP). Our four daily passenger tains on the St. Louis to Kansas City
corridor suffer from chronic OTP issues largely dus to congestion problerns at » handful
of choke points on the raiiroad. Eliminating the bottleneck at the Osage River Bridge
would bave a significan( positive impact on Amtrak's operations on that corridor and we
hope that this project will move forward.

Thank you for aliowing us to comment vn this important praject.

Sincerely,

Director, Government Affairs
Amtrak

cc:  Pete Rahn, Pirector, MoDOT
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